Feb 22nd 2026

(SH? The Sacred Heart & ( St. Francis Parish, Gorton

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
ORDINARY TIME (A)

SCHEDULE
1st Sunday of Lent
09:15 Adoration & Confession
10:00 Morning Prayer ( su?
10:30 Mass & Choir
Sun 11:45 Church Clean
22nd Parish Community
11:45 Refreshments
RCIA
14:00 Rite of Election
Mon Lent: week 1 (
23rd | 09:15 Mass with SF School <
Tue Lent: week 1
24th | 09:15 Mass with SH School Qs”z
Wed Lent: week 1 .
25th —
Requiem Mass
Thu 12:00 Michael Connor Q@
26th Parish Community
12:35 Friendship Group
Lent: week 1
Fri 09:15 Mass with SF School
27th Lent: week 1 Q
19:00 Mass & Holy Hour Z
Lent: week 1
08:00 Mass @”
Sat
28th 2nd Sunday of Lent
17:00 Adoration, Confession & (
Evening Prayer 4
17:30 Vigil Mass
2nd Sunday of Lent
09:15 Adoration & Confession
10:00 Morning Prayer (5/42
Sun 10:30 Mass & Choir
29th 11:45 Church Clean
Parish Community
11:45 Refreshments
“AsH MONDAY”
AND “AsH TUESDAY”!

As above, with Ash Wednesday falling
during half-term, children did not receive
ashes at the usual school masses. |
have therefore arranged two school
masses which | have designated as “Ash
Monday” and “Ash Tuesday”! On
Monday at 9.15 a.m. the mass at
Sacred Heart Church will include
distribution of ashes, and on Tuesday at
9.15 a.m. the mass at St Francis
Church will likewise include the same.
This is a good opportunity for any
parishioners who missed ashes last
week to receive them on Monday or
Tuesday.

THE TEMPTATION IN THE DESERT

The readings for the first Sunday in Lent focus on temptation
and sin. One of our main endeavours in Lent is to become
stronger in our resistance of temptation, stronger in the battle
against sin. We undertake such acts as fasting, almsgiving
(charity), prayer and penitence in order to help us grow closer
to the Lord and stronger in our faith.

In the Book of Genesis we hear the sad account of the first sin
of Adam and Eve and in particular the temptation that led to
their fall from grace. The devil is cunning and first questions
whether God actually gave an instruction not to eat the fruit of
a particular tree.

When this question is met with a good response, the devil
resorts to lying to Eve and tempting her by saying that if she
eats the fruit, “...you will be like God.” It is an appeal to vanity
and pride and Eve succumbs.

Since the first sin, sin has been the general human condition,
and so the psalmist cries out to God in guilt, “Have mercy on
me, God in your kindness...O wash me more and more from
my guilt...” St Paul writing to the Christians in Rome reminds
them, “Sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin...”

In the Gospel reading, however, we see Jesus being tempted
but resisting sin. Jesus had been led by the Holy Spirit out
into the wilderness for forty days and nights. Lent is our
opportunity to do our best in entering into some sort of desert
to get closer to God. We can do this, as the Church instructs
us, by prayer and penance, almsgiving and acts of charity,
and by fasting and abstinence.

The big question is not, “What am | doing for Lent?” but rather,
“What sort of person do | want to become by the end of Lent?”
By the sacrifices and devotions and kindnesses we undertake,
by the grace of God, we will become more and more the
people we are called to be.

God bless, Fr Kevin.

AsH WEDNESDAY: THANK You

Ash Wednesday fell during the half-term holiday when the schools were
closed and quite a few people were away. | was all the more delighted
and encouraged that so many people — about 250 — attended the three
masses during the day. This is a great sign of faith and commitment in
the parish and a very worthy beginning to our Lenten journey. Thank
you and God bless you.

RIGHT TO LIFE UK

In this season of Lent, we offer up the merits of our daily sacrifices to the
needs of the most vulnerable in society. We offer them especially for the
poor, the terminally ill, the lonely, the homeless and the unborn, that the
Lord would see their needs and pour out his love and blessing upon
them. Lord hear us.




PARISH PRAYERS

If you would like a mass
offered for a specific
intention, pass an envelope
with an offering of £10 or
more to Fr Kevin, noting if it should be
kept private.

MASS INTENTIONS:

RECENTLY DECEASED: HELEN WRIGHT,
FR ROBERT MORROW, JOAN McKAY;
HEALTH: HELEN MERCER

SPECIAL INTENTION: PRIVATE, PAULINE,
RCIA/INQUIRERS

ANNIVERSARY: JOHN ROTHWELL (7TH)

OuR BRETHREN WHO ARE UNWELL:

AILSA SMITH, JANET MCCARTHY,
JENNIFER HUNTER, MARTIN BRENNAN,
TomMmy LOFTUS

WEEKDAY MASSES NEXT
WEEK

As well as the above changes, please
note that on Saturday 28 February, mass
will be at 8.00 a.m. at Sacred Heart
Church rather than at midday and there
will be no Adoration or Confession. | am
travelling down to Birmingham for my
mother’s 90th birthday so please keep
her (Margaret Murphy) and my journey in
your prayers.

REFUGE FROM
TEMPTATION

Lord, when | feel the weight,

attacks, and the temptations

of the world come upon me,

give me the wisdom to seek
your refuge.

May | run to You and hide in
Your merciful Heart.
May | never doubt Your
perfect protection and always
find shelter in You.
Jesus, | trust in You.
Amen.

ST CLARE’S DAY OF RENEWAL

The ‘Day of Renewal’ will be on Saturday 28th February 2026 from
10am till 4pm at St Clare’s Church, Sharoe Green, Preston PR2
9HH. A talk on the day will be by Fr Eamonn Mulcahy who will be
speaking about ‘Unpacking the Paschal Mystery — to get the best
Celebration of Easter’.

NEw DAWN CATHoLIC CONFERENCE 2026

Spring Conference from 29th - 31st May. Celebrants & Speakers
include: Bishop John Arnold, Fr Pat Collins CM, Fr James Anyaegbu,
Fr Frankie Mulgrew, John Hesketh, Gary Stephens and Daniella
Stephens. Daily Holy Mass, praise and worship, talks, adult, youth and
child’s prayer ministry and opportunities for confession and personal
prayer; bookings are now open: https://booking.princeofpeace.org.uk/.

EXPLORING GOD’Ss CREATION IN CATHOLIC THEOLOGY

Dr Finlay Malcolm from the University of Manchester will be delivering
an interactive teaching session exploring how creation and the
environment are integral to Catholic faith and theology. The session will
involve theological and environmental teaching, spiritual reflection, and
discussion of how we can be part of God’s work, through the Church, in
redeeming God’s creation. The event will take place on 25 February
2026 ,7-9pm, at Guardian Angels Roman Catholic Church in Bury.
Refreshments will be provided.

CAFOD FAsT DAY

Friday 27 February is CAFOD Fast Day for Lent. As usual, you can
collect an envelope from the back of church and place your offering in it
and put in the collection next week. Also as usual, you can make the
fast on a different day if that is more convenient, and you can also use
an envelope of your own simply marked “CAFOD.” Thank you in
anticipation of your support.

PoLLING DAY

Thursday 26 February is polling day for the local election. Sacred
Heart Parish Centre is being used as a polling station so this is a
convenient place for you to cast your vote. We are blessed to live in a
country that enjoys democracy and freedom and it is important for us to
participate and cast our votes. Please note that the Friendship Club will
not be able to meet in the Parish Centre but are welcome to use the
Presbytery.

ONLINE GOSPEL READINGS DURING LENT

During the Lenten period, there will be a series of gospel readings
taking place every Tuesday and delivered online by various speakers,
with the final reading to be given by Bishop John Arnold ahead of Palm
Sunday. The second reading will be given by Sr Teresa Brittain on
Tuesday 24 February 7pm. For more information, please visit the
diocesan website: https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/online-readings-for-
lent/

CoNTACT Us

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Murphy
Permanent Deacon: Davie Nalikata
Administrator: Minna Moffatt-Feldman

Parish Office: Sacred Heart Presbytery,
Levenshulme Road, Gorton, M18 7WJ.
Telephone: 0161 223 0338
parish@sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
Facebook: Sacred Heart & Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

WEEKEND FEB 14-15TH Please consider making offertory

contributions by Standing Order. If

Basket required, forms are available at

4 aske £128.90 each church, use the QR code, or
transfer directly from your bank:

s#+) Basket|  £335.00 TSDT SACRED HEART & ST

FRANCIS GORT,

@ Digital|  £246.00 20-55-34 // 20707600



https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/online-readings-for-lent/
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/online-readings-for-lent/
https://booking.princeofpeace.org.uk

Nghi thire Loi Chua

Bai doc I: Sang Thé 2,7-9; 3,1-7

Chua la Thién Chua da Iay bui d4t ma nén nén
ngudi, théi hoi song vao 16 mii nguoi, nguoi tré nén
mot sinh linh song Chua la Thién Chua da trong mét
vuon ¢ E-den vé phwong déng va dat ngwoi Ngai da
nan ¢ dé. Chua la Thién Chua khlen moi cay dep
mat va tét dé cho &n moc lén tl dat Cay sy song &
gitra vurdn, va cay tri thirc vé diéu tét va diéu do
cling & dé.

Con ran khén ngoan hon moi thi déng ndi ma
Chua la Thién Chua da lam. N6 néi voi nguoi dan
ba: “Thién Chua that cé ndi la: ‘Cac nguol khong
duwoc an bét cw trai cay nao trong vuon sao™?” Nguoi
dan ba dap v@i con ran: “Chung tdi co thé an trai cay
clia cac cay trong vuon, nhung vé trai cay cla cay &
gitra vedn, Thién Chua da néi: ‘Cac nguol khong
dwoc an, cling ding cham toi, kéo cac nguoi chét.
Nhwng con ran noi v&i ngwdi dan ba; “Cac ngum sé
khong chét dau; vi Thién Chua biét rang luc cac
nguwoi &n, mat cac nguoi sé mé ra, va cac nguoi sé
nhw Thién Chua, biét diéu thién va dleu ac.” Khi
nguwoi dan ba thay trai cay kia tot dé &n, dep mat, va
lam cho ngwoi khon, ba hai trai an, ciing dwa cho,
chong ba la & v&i ba, va éng ciing an, Lap tirc mét
ca haimé ra, va ho biét minh tran truéng; ho lay la
sung may lam dai che than. B¢ 1a L&i Chua. Ca cong
doan: Ta on Chua.

”

Pap ca Tv 51(50)

Pap: Lay Chua, xin thuwong xét chiang con, vi
chung con da pham ti.

Lay Thién Chua, xin thwong x6t con theo long
nhan hau cua Ngai;

theo s x6t thwong to I&n ctia Ngai, xdéa di toi 16i
con.

Xin rtra sach con hét toi,

va thanh tay con khai 16i lam. Dap.

Qua tinh con nhan biét tdi minh;

t6i con ludn & trwdc méat con.

Con da pham dén Chi M6t Minh Ngai;

trwdc mat Ngai con da lam diéu gian ac. Dap.

Lay Thién Chua, xin tao cho con mét con tim trong
sach;

tai tao trong con mét tinh than virng bén.

Dirng loai con khai triwdc nhan Ngai;

dwng rat khdi con Than Khi thanh thién cia Ngai.
Dap.

Xin tra lai cho con niém vui ctru d6 ctia Ngai;

gitr cho con tinh than quang dai.

Lay Chua, xin m& mdi con

dé miéng con sé tuyén xwng 1&i ca tung Ngai. Dap.

Bai doc Il: Réma 5,12-19

Anh chi em than mén: Nhw t6i 16i da xam nhap thé
gian b&i mét ngudi, va bdi toi ma sy chét da theo
sau, roi sy chét lan toi moi nguo’l vi moi nguo’l déu
da pham t6i — that thé, toi da co & thé gian truwdc khi
luat dwoe ban, nhwng noi khong co luat thi téi khéng
dwoc tinh — va sw chét da cadm quyén tir A-dam dén

Mo6-sé, ngay ca trén nhwng nguoi pham téi khoéng
glong nhu Su bat tuan cta A-dam, vén la hinh béng
cta Dang sé dén.

Nhwng on phuc thi khac voi sy pham t6i. Vi néu
nhiéu ngwoi chét béi mot nguoi pham toi, biét bao
nhiéu hon nira on cGia Thién Chda va mén qua ban
cho béi an sing cia mét nguoi la Bre Gié-su Ki-to
da tran dat cho nhiéu ngum Va mon qua khéng
giébng két qua ctia mot nguoi pham téi; vi phan xét
theo mét sy pham toi dwa dén an phat, con mon qua
ban sau nhiéu sy ‘pham t6i dwa dén sy duwoc tuyén
bo cong chinh. Néu b&i mot s pham toi ma sw chét
cam quyen b&i mot ngudi, biét bao nhiéu hon niva
nhirng ai nhan dwoc sy dw dat cia on va mén qua
cla sy cong chinh sé duwoc cam quyén trong sw
sbng b&i mot ngwoi la Pirc Gig-su Ki-to. Vi nhw bdi
mot ngu’o’l s pham tdi dan dén an phat cho moi
nguoi, thi bdi mét viec cong chinh mot nguoi dan
dén viéc dwoc tuyén bb cong chinh va duoc song
cho moi ngudi. Nhuw b&i sw bat tuan clia mot nguoi
nhiéu nguol tré nén t6i 16i, thi bdi sw vang phuc cua
mot ngudi nhiéu ngudi sé dwoc lam cong chinh. Do
la L&i Chua. Ca cong doan: Ta on Chua.

Ca tung hd Tin Mirng

dirng

Vinh quang va ngei khen Bire Kitd. Nguoi ta sbng
khong chi nho banh, ma nhé moi 1o phat XUt tiy

miéng Thién Chua. Vinh quang va ngoi khen Bwc
Kitb.

Pho té/Cha: Birc Chua & cung anh chj em.

Dan: Va véi tam hdn anh chj em.

Pho té/Cha: Tin Mrng thanh theo thanh N. Cac
ngwoi hay nghe. Ca cdng doan: Vinh quang cho
Chua.

Tin Mu’ng Matthéu 4,1-11

Vao thoi dy: DBlc Gié-su dwoc Thanh Than dan
vao hoang mac dé chju ma quy cam dé. Ngai an
chay bdn mwoi ngay va bén mwoi dém, roi doi.

Ké cam dé dén va noéi cung Ngai: “Néu Ngai 1a Con
Thién Chua, hay truyen cho nhitng da nay hoa thanh
banh.” Ngai phan: “Cé viét: Ngum ta song chang
phai chi nh& banh, nhwng nhé moi I&i do miéng
Thién Chua phan ra.”

Rbi ma quy tdng Ngai vao thanh thanh, dat Ngai
trén chét mai dén va noi: “Néu Ngai 1a Con Thién
Chua, hay nhay xuong Vi cO viét: ‘Nga| sé truyen
lénh cho céac thién than vé Nga| va ‘ho sé nang tay
do Ngai, kéo chan Ngai va vao da.” B Gié-su dap:
“Con co viét: ‘Khéng dwoc thtr thach Chua la Thién
Chua cta nguoi.”

Ma quy lai dwa Ngai Ién mét nui rét cao, cho thay
v&i Ngai moi viong quéc the gian va vinh quang cua
chung, va noi: “Toi sé trao tat ca nhung dieu nay cho
Ngai, néu Nga| quy xudng the lay t6i.” Buc Gié-su
phan vé&i né: “Hay lui di, Satan! Vi c6 viét: ‘Nguwoi hay
the lay Chua la Thién, Chua nguoi va chi tho phuong
mot minh Ngai.” Khi ay ma quy lia bé Ngai, va nay,
cac thién than dén hau ha Ngai.

D6 la Tin Mrng Chua. Ca cdng doan: Ngoi khen
Chua Gié-su Kitd. ngdi.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING: GENESISs 2:7-9; 3:1-7

The LorRD God formed the man of dust from the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and the man became a living creature. And the
LorD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east,
and there he put the man whom he had formed. And
out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for
food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other
beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, “You shall
not eat of any tree in the garden”?’ And the woman
said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden, but God said, “You shall not eat
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the gar-
den, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” ’ But the
serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves loincloths. The word
of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PsALM 51(50)
R: Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned.

Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your merciful love;
according to your great compassion,
blot out my transgressions.

Wash me completely from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin. R.

My transgressions, truly | know them;
my sin is always before me.

Against you, you alone, have | sinned;
what is evil in your sight | have done. R.

Create a pure heart for me, O God;
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me away from your presence;
take not your holy spirit from me. R.

Restore in me the joy of your salvation;
sustain in me a willing spirit.

O Lord, open my lips

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
R.

SECOND READING: ROMANS 5:12-19

Brothers and Sisters: Just as sin came into the
world through one man, and death through sin, and
so death spread to all men because all sinned— for
sin indeed was in the world before the law was giv-
en, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
those whose sinning was not like the transgression
of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to
come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if
many died through one man’s trespass, much more
have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace
of that one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for many.
And the free gift is not like the result of that one
man’s sin. For the judgement following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the free gift following
many trespasses brought justification. For if, be-
cause of one man’s trespass, death reigned through
that one man; much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteous-
ness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for
all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justifi-
cation and life for all men. For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by
the one man’s obedience the many will be made
righteous. The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
STAND

Glory and praise to you, O Christ. One does not
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes

forth from the mouth of God. Glory and praise to
you, O Christ.

Deacon/Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Deacon/Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel ac-
cording to N. All: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 4: 1-11

At that time: Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.

And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are
the Son of God, command these stones to become
loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is written,
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set
him on the pinnacle of the Temple and said to him,
‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for
it is written, “He will command his angels concerning
you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, lest
you strike your foot against a stone.” Jesus said to
him, ‘Again it is written, “You shall not put the Lord
your God to the test.””’

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and
their glory. And he said to him, ‘All these | will give
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Je-
sus said to him, ‘Be gone, Satan! For it is written,
“You shall worship the Lord your God and him only
shall you serve.” ’ Then the devil left him, and be-
hold, angels came and were ministering to him.

The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you,
Lord Jesus Christ. s/7.
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