(Sﬂz The Sacred Heart & ( St. Francis Parish, Gorton

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT
ORDINARY TIME (A)

SCHEDULE
3rd Sunday of Lent TS
09:15 Adoration & Confession
10:00 Morning Prayer ( SH?
10:30 Mass & Choir
Sun 11:45 Church Clean
8th Parish Community
11:45 Refreshments
Parish Leadership
12:15 Meeting
Mon Lent: :week 3
9th 08:00 Mass @
Tue Lent: week 3 Q
10th 09:15 Mass with SH school <
Wed Lent: week 3 _
11th —
Requiem Mass y
Thu 12:00 Louise Maume @
12th Parish Community @
12:35 Friendship Group
Lent: week 3
Fri 09:15 Mass with SF school (SF
13th .
Requiem Mass
12:00 Helen Wright Q”’z
Lent week 3
11:00 Adoration & Confession ( s}/?
12:00 Mass
Sat
14th 4th Sunday of Lent
17:00 Adoration, Confession & Q
Evening Prayer
17:30 Vigil Mass
4th Sunday of Lent
09:15 Adoration & Confession
10:00 Morning Prayer (5*/2
Sun 10:30 Mass & Choir
15th 11:45 Church Clean
Parish Community
12:00 Mother’s Day Party

PARISH LEADERSHIP
TEAM MEETING

There is a meeting for The Parish

Leadership
March at

Presbytery.

Team on Sunday 8
12.00 p.m. in the

RiGHT 1O LIFE UK

We pray for our society. That we
would promote a culture that values
life, and that we would seek the

protection
conception

from
death.

humans
natural

of all
to

Lord hear us.

March 8th 2026

LiIvVING WATER

On the First Sunday of Lent we
heard about Jesus fasting in the
desert and not surprisingly
becoming hungry. In the Gospel
reading today we hear about Jesus being thirsty and asking
a Samaritan woman to draw water from the well for him, so
that he can drink. Jesus is the King of the Universe and
someone who worked miracles and rose from the dead, but
in his humanity he experienced ordinary hunger and thirst
like us.

However, in his conversation with the woman, she
expresses surprise that he is asking her because, we learn,
Jews did not associate with Samaritans. Jesus then says
to her quite remarkably, “Whoever drinks this water will get
thirsty again; but anyone who drinks the water that | shall
give will never be thirsty again.”

This leads him to reveal that, in his divinity, he knows all
about her and the string of husbands she has had in her
quest to satisfy her thirst for love and affection. Note that
Jesus does not condemn her at all and that in fact in this
story, there is no repentance or forgiveness. It is about

Jesus fulfilling the greatest thirst of her life.

We read, “The woman put down her water jar and hurried
back to the town to tell the people.” In other words, she has
no interest now in the actual water she had come to draw
from the well, because she is captivated by and convinced
by the spiritual water or grace that Jesus has been talking
about.

In Lent, the practices we undertake will hopefully lead us
away from our ordinary hungers and thirsts and help us to
recognise the great thirst for God that can only be satisfied
in relationship with the Lord. We go in search of the living
water that Jesus offers us. We find it in the food and drink
of his Body and Blood that we receive in Holy Communion.

God bless, Fr Kevin.

PARISH LENT WALK

Our now annual “Parish Lent Walk” will take place after mass on
Sunday 22 March. We will leave from outside Sacred Heart

Church at 12.15 and walk down Ryder Brow Rd to Debdale Park

and return via a part of the Fallowfield Loop. We will pray the
Rosary, stopping at five points along the way. This year, because
of the emphasis on the Word of God in Lent, we will pray a
“Scriptural Rosary.”




PARISH PRAYERS

If you would like a mass
offered for a specific
intention, pass an envelope
with an offering of £10 or
more to Fr Kevin, noting if it should be
kept private.

MASS INTENTIONS:
HEATLH: PETER NEW, JADE
OuR BRETHREN WHO ARE UNWELL:

AILSA SMITH, JANET MCCARTHY,
JENNIFER HUNTER, MARTIN BRENNAN,
TomMmY LOFTUS

ONLINE GOSPEL READINGS

During the Lenten period, there will be a
series of gospel readings taking place
every Tuesday and delivered online by
various speakers, with the final reading
to be given by Bishop John Arnold
ahead of Palm Sunday. For more
information, please visit the diocesan
website: https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/
online-readings-for-lent/

PILGRIMAGE TO ASSISI

Eddie Gilmore is leading a walking
pilgrimage to Assisi from September
18th- 26th, 2026. The group will spend a
night in Florence, then travel to Citta di
Castello and walk for six days along the
beautiful ‘Way of Francis. Contact Eddie
for more information: gileag@gmail.com
www.eddiegilmore.org

LGBT CATHOLICS

Saturday 21st March at 15:00 will be
the next Salford Diocese Mass
celebrated in fellowship with LGBT+
brethren. Everyone is welcome.
Refreshments will be provided after
mass. Allow time to

park in the local *44

university area.

St. Augustine’s Church, EH:- E

Grosvenor Street, M15
6BW—The church is
accessible by stairs or
lift.

NEw DAWN CATHoOLIC CONFERENCE 2026

Spring Conference from 29th - 31st May. Celebrants & Speakers
include: Bishop John Arnold, Fr Pat Collins CM, Fr James Anyaegbu,
Fr Frankie Mulgrew, John Hesketh, Gary Stephens and Daniella
Stephens. Daily Holy Mass, praise and worship, talks, adult, youth and
child’s prayer ministry and opportunities for confession and personal
prayer; bookings are now open: https://booking.princeofpeace.org.uk/.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

The Sacrament of Confirmation can be received by our younger
parishioners from Year 8 upwards, and of course adults who are
baptised Catholics but who were never confirmed are also eligible.
Those to be confirmed need to start attending mass each week if not
doing so already. The Saturday sessions will start at 10:45, include
1 Mass and finish at 14:15. March 21st, April 18th, May 2nd, 23rd, June
6, July 4th and the Confirmation Service will take place July 11th at
14:00. register here: https://www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk/

P

AS3OCIATION MCH
WITH

PARK

LITTER-PICK

CLEAN UP SUNNYBROW PARK

Saturday 14 March

11am - 1pm

Please wear suitable footwear like boots or wellies. All children must be supervised throughout the luer piek.

( OR FIND A HI VIS JACKET IF YOU ARRIVE LATER )
All equipment provided, just bring yourself, your friends, family and as much or as

little time as you can spare...

CoNTACT Us

Parish Priest: Fr Kevin Murphy
Permanent Deacon: Davie Nalikata
Administrator: Minna Moffatt-Feldman

Parish Office: Sacred Heart Presbytery,
Levenshulme Road, Gorton, M18 7WJ.
Telephone: 0161 223 0338
parish@sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk
Facebook: Sacred Heart & Saint Francis of
Assisi Parish

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

WEEKEND MAR 1ST Please consider making offertory

contributions by Standing Order. If

Basket required, forms are available at

4 aske tbc each church, use the QR code, or
transfer directly from your bank:

s/ Basket tbe TSDT SACRED HEART & ST

FRANCIS GORT,

o 20-55-34 // 20707600

Digital tbe



https://booking.princeofpeace.org.uk
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/online-readings-for-lent/
https://dioceseofsalford.org.uk/online-readings-for-lent/
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Té6m tat Phung vu L&i Chua
Bai doc | (Xh 17,3-7)

Dan i;raen trén dwdng sa mac da than trach 6ng Mosé
vi thieu nwée va dat cau héi: “Co Bire Chua 6 giltra
chung ta hay khéng?” Thién Chua truyén cho Mésé
dap vao tang da, va nwéc da chay ra cho dan uong.
Trinh thuat cho thay sw yéu tin cda con ngwoi, nhwng
cling mac khai long trung thanh va sy cham séc cla
Thién Chua.

Thanh vinh dap ca (Tv 95)

Thanh vinh m&i goi cdng doan hay lang nghe tiéng
Chua hém nay va dirng CL'Png I6ng nhuw dan xwa trong
sa mac. Day la 161 kéu goi tin thac, tho phwong va mé&
long trwde Thién Chaa la Dang ciru d6.

Bai doc Il (Rm 5,1-2.5-8)

Thanh Phaol6 khang dinh rdng nhé dirc tin vao Dl
Giésu Kitd, chung ta dwoc giao hoa vdi Thién Chaa va
song trong &n sung. Tinh yéu cta Thién Chda dwoc
dd tran vao long ching ta nh& Chua Thanh Than, va
dinh cao cua tinh yéu ay la viéc Dlrc Kitd chét vi ching
ta khi chung ta con la t6i nhan.

Giang 4:5-42

®*Dén mét thi tran thudc xt& Xa-ma-ri goi la Xi-kha, gan
thira rucf)ng ma Gia—cép cho Gié-xép, con minh. ° &’ d6
co cai giéng Gia- cop Mai mét vi di duong xa, nén
Chua Gié-xu ngdi nghi chan bén giéng. Lic ay khoang
glua trva. ' Cé mot ngwdi dan ba Xa-ma-ri dén giéng
dé Iay nwoc. Chaa Gié-xu néi vai chi, “Chi lam on cho
téi xin chut nwéc uong »8 Chuyen xay ra khi cac mén
dé Ngai dang vao pho mua thae an.

® Ngwoi dan ba Xa-ma-ri tra |, “O kia, 6ng la dan 6ng
Do-thai ma tai sao lai xin nwéc ubng & téi la dan ba Xa
-ma-ri?” N[gu’o’l Do-thai khéng thich tiép xuc véi nguoi
Xa-ma-ri

' Chua Gié-xu dép, “Néu chi biét dwoc on lanh ti
Thuong Dé la gi va biét ngu’o’l xin chij nwéc uong 13 ai,
chac han chi sé xin va ngu&i ay sé cho chi nwéc
sbng.”

" Chj héi, “Thwa ong g|eng thi sdu ma ong lai khéng
cé gau de muc, vay 6ng lay nwoc sbng ay &

dau? T4 tién ching toi 1a Gia-cp da dé lai cho
chung toi g|eng nay chinh 6ng ay cung con chau va
bay gia suc déu udng nudc tir d6. Ong 1&n hon Gia
cop a?”

* Chua Gié-xu dap “Ali uong nwdc nay roi sé con khat
mai, " nhung nguwoi nao udng nuwéc t6i cho sé khong
bao glo’ khat nira. Nuwée t6i cho nguoi ay sé tré thanh
mot sudi nwdc tudn trao tir bén trong va dan dén sy
sbng doi doi.”

'S Chj thwa, “Xin 6ng 1am on cho t6i nwéc Ay di dé toi
khong khat niva va khoi can dén day lay nwée.”

'® Chuia Gié-xu bao, “Chij vé goi chdng chi dén day.”
7 Chj dap, “Téi khéng c6 chdng.”
Chua Gle -xu tiép, “Chi néi khéng c6 chong la dung

IAm. "8 That ra chj da cé ndm doi chong roi, con ngu i
dan éng ma chj dang chung séng ciing chang phai la

chdng chi. Chi da noi that.”
19Ch| dap, “Thua 6ng, t6i nhan thdy 6ng la nha tién
ri. 2T4 tién chuing t6i tho phung trén nui nay, con

ngwo’l Do-thai cac dng thi lai cho rang noi phai ther
phung la Gié-ru-sa-lem.”

21 Chua Gié-xu bao, “Chi tin i di. Dén lic nguwoi ta
khdng con tho’ phung Cha trén nui nay hay tai Gié-ru-
sa-lem niva. #? Ngudi Xa-ma-ri khong biét diéu minh
tho phung, nhung chung t6i biét didu chung téi tho
phung vi sy cteu réi dén tlr nguwdi Do-thai. 22 Da dén
ldc moi ngwdi thd phung chan that sé tho phung Cha
bang tam linh va sw that. Thoi diém do da dén roi. Chi
thay khong Cha dang tim kiém nhung ké the phung
nhw thé. * Thuwong Dé la linh than nén ai the' phung
Ngai phai dung tam linh va long thanh that.”

2 Nguoi dan ba thua, “Toi biét Dang Mé-si sap dén.”
Mé-si c6 nghia la Bang Ctru Thé. “Khi Ngai dén, Ngai
sé giai thich moi viéc cho chung ta.”

% Chua Gié-xu bao, “Dang Ay chinh 13 toi day, nguoi
dang no6i chuyén véi chj.”

%" Lac d6 cac mon dé Ngai cling tir phd vira vé t&i. Ho
strng sot khi thay Ngai néi chuyén véi moét ngudi dan
ba. Tuy nhién khong ai héi Ngai, “Thay can gi?” hodc
“Sao thay néi chuyén vai chi ay?”

2% Chi bd bau nuéc lai, tré vao thanh bao dan

chung, 29“Ra ma xem mot _nguoi da noi vanh vach hét
tat ca nnung gi t6i lam. Biét dau chirng 6ng ta la Dang
Clru Thé?” °* Do dé dan chung I lwot tir thanh kéo
nhau ra gap Chua Gié-xu.

%1 Trong khi &y cac mén dé nai ni Chua Gié-xu, “Moi
thay an mét chat.”

% Nhung Chua Gié-xu dap, “Ta c6 mét thirc &n ma céc
con khong biét.”

% Cac mén dé héi nhau, “Cé ai mang thirc &n cho thay
roi sao?”

Chua Gié-xu dap, “Thirc an cla ta tire la lam theo y
muén cua Déng sai ta dén va lam xong cong viéc
Nga| ® Cac con hay néi, ‘Con bén thang nira la t&i
mua gat.’” Nhwng ta bo cac con, hay mé& mét nhin
canh dong, lGa da chin, sén sang aé gat rdi! * Tho gat
duorc tra cong va dang thu gop mua mang vao sw
song doi doi. V| the ma ca nguoi trong lan nguoi gat
déu vui chung. ® Cau ngan nglr n6i dung, ‘Nguwoi nay
gieo, ké kia gat.” * Ta sai cac con dén gat mét loai hoa
mau ma cac con khéng phai bé cong lao. Ngwoi khac
da ra strc, con cac con vao hwéng cong lao clia ho.”

% C6 nhiéu nguoi Xa-ma-ri & thanh 4y tin Chaa Gié-xu
qua loi lam chung clia ngu’o’l dan ba rang, Nguo’| ké
vanh vach moi diéu tai 1am.” “° Luc cac ngum Xa-ma-ri
ra gap Ngai thi nai ni Ngai & lai voi ho nén Chua Gié-
xu nhan 161 va & lai tai d6 hai ngay. *' C6 thém nhiéu
ngwoi nira tin, sau khi nghe nhirng 10 day cda Ngai.

*2Ho bao chi, “Luc dau chung tdi tin, vi 1&i lam ching
cua chi, nhung bay gio chung t6i tin vi chung téi da
nghe Nga| tan tai va biét chac rang ngwoi nay qua that
la Dang Clru Thé clia nhan loai.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%204%3A5-42&version=BPT#fvi-BPT-26131a

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING: Exobpus 17:3-7

In those days: The people thirsted for water, and the people
grumbled against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us up
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with
thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD, ‘What shall | do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the LORD
said to Moses, ‘Pass on before the people, taking with you
some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff
with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, | will stand
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the
rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.’
And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he
called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of
the quarrelling of the people of Israel, and because they tested
the LORD by saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’

The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PsALM 95(94)

R: O that today you would listen to his voice! ‘Harden not
your hearts.

Come, let us ring out our joy to the LORD;
hail the rock who saves us.

Let us come into his presence, giving thanks;
let us hail him with a song of praise. R.

O come; let us bow and bend low.

Let us kneel before the LORD who made us,

for he is our God, and we the people,

the people of his pasture, the flock of his hand. R.

O that today you would listen to his voice!

‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as on that day at Massah in the desert

when your forebears put me to the test;

when they tried me, though they saw my work.” R.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-2, 5-8-

Brothers and Sisters: Since we have been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through
him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God,
and hope does not put us to shame, because God'’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person —
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to
die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

The word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
STAND

Glory and praise to you, O Christ, you are the Word of
God. Lord, you are indeed the Saviour of the world; give me
living water, so that | will not be thirsty. Glory and praise to
you, O Christ, you are the Word of God.

GOSPEL: JOHN 4:5-42

At that time: At that time: Jesus came to a town of Samaria
called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the
sixth hour.

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to
her, ‘Give me a drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into
the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How
is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Sa-
maria?’ (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus
answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to
him, ‘Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her,
‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but
whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will never be
thirsty again. The water that | will give him will become in him

a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to
him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that | will not be thirsty or have
to come here to draw water.’

Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come here.’
The woman answered him, ‘| have no husband.’ Jesus said to
her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have
had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your hus-
band. What you have said is true.” The woman said to him,
‘Sir, | perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped
on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place
where people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salva-
tion is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is
coming— he who is called Christ. When he comes, he will tell
us all things.” Jesus said to her, ‘l who speak to you am he.’

Just then his disciples came back. They marvelled that he
was talking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What do you
seek?’ or, ‘Why are you talking with her?’ So the woman left
her water jar and went away into town and said to the people,
‘Come, see a man who told me all that | ever did. Can this be
the Christ?’ They went out of the town and were coming to
him.

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, ‘Rabbi,
eat.’ But he said to them, ‘| have food to eat that you do not
know about.” So the disciples said to one another, ‘Has any-
one brought him something to eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My
food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his
work. Do you not say, “There are yet four months, then comes
the harvest”? Look, | tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that
the fields are white for harvest. Already the one who reaps is
receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying
holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” | sent you to reap
that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and
you have entered into their labour.’

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of
the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me all that | ever did.” So
when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with
them, and he stayed there two days. And many more believed
because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard
for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of
the world.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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