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St Francis Roman Catholic Primary School 

Weekly Newsletter 

Friday 13th November 2026 

With God, everything is within our reach! 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a wonderful, sunny week we have all enjoyed. Year 6 led us today in our first assembly of this 

academic year where they reminded us about the importance of remembrance, not just today but every 

day. They also shared what they have been learning this year so far, goodness me they’ve been very 

busy. It is always a joy to have our families and friends attend these special events if they can, thank you 

to those who could attend this morning, it was a delight to see you.  

At the end of the newsletter, you will see the Dates for your Diary’ for the rest of this year and the first term 

of 2027, please take a note of these dates. Letters and communication will be sent out nearer the time with 

further detail about each event. 

Our Year 6 residential meeting was well attended earlier this week, for those of you unable to attend 

please see the power point on the Class Page on the school website.  

Mrs O’Dwyer 

Headteacher 
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Celebration of The Word 

This week, our Celebration of the Word focused on Remembrance. Year 5 and 6 paid their respects 

beautifully at Gorton Cenotaph on Wednesday and all classes held one minutes silence to quietly 

remember and prayer for all those who are no longer with us. 

  We will remember… 

Saturday 14th November 2026 – World Kindness Day 

Sunday 15th November 2026 – World Day of the Poor 

 

First Holy Communion Sacramental Programme 

A letter has been sent home to all children in in Year 3 and any children who 

are in Years 4, 5 and 6, who are baptised Roman Catholic, and haven’t yet 

made their First Holy Communion. Please see the parish link that outlines 

further detail and lists important dates: Sacramental Programmes 

The date for children making their First Holy Communion this academic year 

is Saturday 26th June 2027. 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 

Next week is Anti-Bullying Week 2026 and the theme is Break the Silence. 

This theme is to encourage children and young people to start conversations 

about bullying, speak up and listen.  

During our assembly today, our School Council announced that on Monday 

children are invited to come to school wearing odd socks. This is a great way 

to begin Anti-Bullying Week and celebrate what makes us all uniques and 

special. 

 

Nursery and Reception Open Mornings 2026 and 2027 

If you are considering a Nursery or Reception place for 2027 you are warmly invited to join us at one of our 

open mornings. The morning will begin with a presentation in the hall at 9am followed by the opportunity to 

visit our wonderful EYFS environments and ask any questions you may have. 

Thursday 19th November 2026 - 9am 

Thursday 7th January 2027 – 9am 

https://www.sacredheartstfrancisgorton.co.uk/sacraments
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Winter Weather 

As we approach winter and the weather is getting colder, please ensure your child is dressed warmly for 

the school day. Please label all uniform items including hats, scarves and gloves, these can be easily 

misplaced during the school day. 

Clubs This Half Term: 

Day Club Year Groups 

Tuesday Sunshine Games Club Y1 

Wednesday Art Club Y3 and Y4 

Wednesday Dodgeball Y5 and Y6 

Thursday Choir Y5 and Y6 

Thursday Dodgeball Rec, Y1, Y2 and Y3 

Thursday Sunshine Games Club Y2 

Keeping Up to Date - Communication 

To communicate with parents and carers, we primarily use email as it is a more cost-effective method than 

text messaging. In situations requiring more urgent communication, we will contact families via text 

message. Please remember to check your emails regularly. If you are not receiving emails from school, 

please contact the school office so that we can ensure we have your most up-to-date contact details. 

Our school website contains a wealth of useful information, including key updates and copies of previous 

letters sent to families. Please visit regularly to stay informed. 

We also share updates and celebrate school life through our Instagram page. We encourage you to follow 

us to see photos and examples of the exciting learning and activities taking place across the school. 

For our Early Years families, children in Reception and Nursery, the team use Seesaw to provide regular 

updates about your child's learning and development. 

Attendance: Every School Day Matters 

Each week, every child who attends school every day and arrives on time receives a raffle ticket. At the 

end of each term, three lucky winners from across the school are drawn and receive a prize. 

A huge well done to Year 1 who achieved an outstanding 100% attendance this week.  

Attendance Lead: Miss Deighan 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mrs O’Dwyer 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads: Miss Deighan and Mrs Blake 

Attendance this Week 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

93.3% 100% 94.7% 98.2% 99.2% 99.4% 93.6% 

Whole School Statutory total: 97.3% Year to date 
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Let Us Pray 

Generous God,  

You gave us a voice.  

Help us shout loud for what is right and fair.  

You gave us ears, help us to listen to those in need.  

You gave us talents, help us share and multiply them for the good of 

all people.  

Amen.  

Dates for your Diary 

Date Activity Additional Information 

Monday 16th November Odd Socks Day Anti-Bullying Week 

Tuesday 17th November 2026 Year 4 Poetry Together Gorton Monastery 

Tuesday 17th November 2026 
SEND Coffee Morning (invites sent 

out) 
9am School Hall 

Wednesday 18th November 2026 Year 1 and Year 5 Mass 9:15am St Francis CHURCH 

Wednesday 18th November 2026 Year 1 Celebration of The Word 2:45pm Year 1 Classroom 

Thursday 19th November Nursery and Reception Open Day 
9am - 10am in our Early 

Years 

Friday 20th November 2026 Year 5 Class Assembly 9:15am School Hall 

Wednesday 25th November Reception Celebration of The Word 2:45pm Reception Classroom 

Wednesday 25th November Year 4 Mass 9:15am St Francis CHURCH 

Friday 27th November 2026 Year 4 Class Assembly 9:15am School Hall 

Friday 27th November 2026 Own Clothes Day Chocolate Donation  

Sunday 29th November Parish Christmas Fair 
Sacred Heart Parish Centre 

12pm 

Wednesday 2nd December  Year 3 Mass 9:15am St Francis CHURCH 

Wednesday 2nd December Nursery Celebration of The Word 2:45pm Nursery Classroom 

Tuesday 8th December  Year 1 and 2 Nativity 1:30pm School Hall  

Wednesday 9th December Years 3 - 6 KS2 Show for Children: A 

Christmas Carol 

Thursday 10th December - 1:30pm Nursery and Reception Nativity 1:30pm School Hall 

Monday 14th December  Whole School Christmas Craft 

Afternoon 

2pm Children’s classrooms 

with refreshments in the 

school hall 

Wednesday 16th December End of Year Mass TBC – please note the 

change of day from the letter 

sent out at the end of last 

term 

Wednesday 16th December Whole School Christmas Jumper Day 
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Date Activity Additional Information 

Wednesday 16th December Whole School Christmas Dinner Day 

Thursday 17th December - 9:15am Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 Carol Concert 1:30pm School Hall 

Thursday 17th December - 1:30pm Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 Carol Concert 1:30pm School Hall 

Friday 18th December 2026 School closes for the end of term 1:30pm 

2027 

Monday 4th January 2027 School reopens for the new term 8:40am 

Thursday 7th January  Nursery and Reception Open Morning 

THURSDAY 14th January – 

9:15am 

Year 3 Class Assembly Celebration of Class Work 

Friday 29th January – 9:15am Year 1 Class Assembly Celebration of Class Work 

Friday 5th February – 9:15am Reception Class Assembly Theme - Love 

Celebration of Class Work 

Tuesday 9th February – Thursday 

11th February  

Year 6 Residential The Lake District 

Thursday 11th February School closes for the end of term 3:20pm 

Friday 12th February 2027 EMMAUS Trust INSET Day School closed for pupils 
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